CONTACTS
100+ CLUB
CAREW ARMS
CAREW RANGERS FOOTBALL
CHURCH FLOWERS
CHURCH HOUSE BOOKINGS
CHURCH SECRETARY
CONSERVATIVES - WEST QUANTOCKS BRANCH
CROWCOMBE BABY & TODDLER GROUP

01984 618437
01984 618631
01984 618281
01984 618654
01984 618717
01984 618715
01984 618752
01984 618350
katyemmadavis@googlemail.com
CROWCOMBE BELLRINGERS
01984 618715
CROWCOMBE BOOK CLUB
01984 618287
CROWCOWCOMBE CRICKET CLUB
01984 618670
CROWCOMBE CARS
01984 618263
CROWCOMBE KARATE CLUB
07914 411980
Mizuchiwadokai@gmail.com
CROWCOMBE & STOGUMBER PRIMARY SCHOOLS
01984 618273
office@crowcombe.somerset.sch.uk / crowcombeandstogumberprimaryschools.co.uk
CROWCOMBE HALL
crowcombehall@hotmail.com
01984 618254
CROWCOMBE PLAYERS
01984 618624
CROWCOMBE PRESCHOOL crowcombepre-school@hotmail.co.uk 01984
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR;— ANTHONY TROLLOPE-BELLEW
07977 591940
ATrollope-Bellew@westsomerset.gov.uk
FILM NIGHTS
01984 667202
FLOWER SHOW
01984 618249
MAGAZINE EDITOR
01984 618717
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH: VILLAGE HALL END
01984 618333
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH: MIDDLE
01984 618380
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH: SCHOOL END
01984 618738
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH—CROWCOMBE HEATHFIELD
01984 618215
PARISH COUNCIL CLERK
Claire Morrison-Jones
01823 601495
POST OFFICE
01984 618471
RURAL DEAN
revjonrose@gmail.com
01984 618715
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING
01984 618654
SHORT MAT BOWLS
01984 618444
SOUP KITCHEN
01984 618289
TENNIS CLUB
01984 618727/01984 618738
VILLAGE SHOP
01984 618452
WI
01984 618287
WOODLAND PLAY CENTRE
07775941353
info@woodlandplaycentre.com / www.woodlandplaycentre.com
YOGA
beccyjh@yahoo.co.uk
01984 618237
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CAW
Crowcombe
Village Magazine
With Christmas so quickly approaching and the New Year 2016 let us hope
that 2016 brings us joy, happiness and fulfilment in all we do.

So whilst there is a little space left let me wish you all a Happy
Christmas and Good Wishes for the New Year and and I hope you
have enjoyed your magazine in 2015.and I look forward to seeing
you again in 2016..

Please email any contributions to
maggie.inglis@btinternet.com:
phone 01984 618717 or drop it in the letter box at
Buttercross, (opposite The Carew Arms)
Use this magazine for advertising your
services and goods
Contact me by email or phone, reasonable rates
I am happy to include one off adverts.
FEBRUARY&MARCH MAGAZINE DATE 16TH JANUARY
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CROWCOMBE CHURCH SERVICES
for December and January 2016
Please be assured of a most warm welcome if you attend any of our services.

December 2015
Sunday 6th
Monday 7th
Sunday 13th
Wednesday 16th
Sunday 20th
Thursday 24
Friday 25th

th

11.00am
10.30am
10.30am
3.00pm
9.30am
8.00am
5.00pm
4.00pm
10.00am

Family Service
Weekday Communion Service
CW Benefice Communion at Stogumber
WSC Civic Service
Schools Christmas Service
BCP Communion
Carol Service
Crib Service
Family Communion

11.00am
10.30am
10.30am
8.00am
9.30am
10.30pm

Flaxpool Well Garden Room—Bed & Breakfast
A comfortable secluded property, set alone comprising
1 Bedroom and en suite shower room, sitting room with sofa bed.
Sundeck with loungers overlooking the garden
Sky TV, DVD, WiFi
Pet welcome by arrangement

January 2016
Sunday 3rd
Monday 4th
Sunday 10th
Sunday 17th
Sunday 24th
Sunday 31st

Price from £28.00 pppn

Family Service
Weekday Communion Service
CW Benefice Communion
BCP Communion
BCP Morning Prayer
CW Benefice Communion at Monksilver

Should anyone require transport to any of the Benefice Communion services away from
Crowcombe, please contact the Revd Jon Rose on 01984 618715 or Sue Jenkins on
01984 631995 to make an
arrangement.
BCP = Book of Common Prayer – traditional worship
CW = Common Worship – more contemporary worship
2

Web site: www.flaxpoolwell.com, Email: bookings@flaxpoolwell.com
Contact John and Carolynne Fawcett, Tel 01984 618711 Mob 07812 353960
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FLOWER SHOW 2015
Following this year’s most successful Flower Show the committee has
made the following donations to:The Church Fabric Fund £100.00—we are not charged for the use
of the building.
The Organ Restoration Fund £200.00
Church House Conservation Project £200.00
The Bellringers £50.00
And the Women’s Institute to go towards the cost of replacing the
tablecloths in Church House—the existing ones have lasted over 30
years.
FLOWER SHOW 2016
Advance notice of Division 5 (handicraft) and Division 6 (photography)
Division 5:An item of decorative needlework—any format i.e. picture, cushion.
An item of knitting or crochet.
A mounted or framed picture—any medium
An item made of wood, metal or clay.
A shopping bag—any technique.
A gift wrapped parcel—any size.

WANT A NEW KITCHEN?
RE-NU
size

any

Division 6:Photography
Water
An architectural delight.
We look forward to seeing the result of your labours next August!
Pat Chittenden and The Flower Show Committee.

LESS TIME, DISTURBANCE AND
COST
Telephone: Jem Foster on 01984 618499
www.jem@re-nukitchens.co.uk
www.re-nukitchens.co.uk

26

3

NEWS In OCTOBER Dr. Karen Stead-Dexter gave us a wonderful
presentation of falconry bringing with her some of her beautiful
birds. Karen told us her love of falconry began in South-West Scotland as a child, where fixed to the spot, she watched the buzzards
soar above her head with their haunting call. Little has changed. She is still transfixed by birds of prey, never losing her passion for these magnificent creatures.
Her amazing relationship with her birds was quite evident; they took no notice
of us as long as she was there!
She now runs two businesses. Kingfisher Falconry and Kingfisher Health. Through
Kingfisher Falconry she is able to give people the chance to get really close to the
birds allowing them to handle and fly them in small groups, indeed one or two
people handled the birds at our meeting. (Karen didn’t fly them at our meeting
for the roof is so high at Church House they might have stayed up there forever!)
Karen also takes people on hawk walks and does five- day falconry courses, weddings and corporate events. She also lectures throughout the South West.
Through Kingfisher Health she offers a therapeutic service where her birds are
taken to Hospices, Residential Care Homes etc. and has recently started ‘Bird
Therapy’ and a Falconry School for children between 7 – 16yrs at the Conquest
Centre near Taunton. Her great joy is to spend quality time with her birds making sure they are flown daily and given her undivided attention. Her love and
care came through very clearly to us. Thank you Karen for an inspiring evening.
Unfortunately I was unable to attend our November meeting but as it was an
open evening and as the subject interested him my husband went in my place.
Thank you Barry for filling in!
At our NOVEMBER Meeting, we were fortunate to have Nigel Hester, Countryside Manager of the Holnicote Estate, whose illustrated lecture was most interesting. We learnt the Estate covers an area of 12,000 acres, including North Hill.
After damaging storms in the 1920s, Porlock Bay was rebuilt and the salt marshes are now home to relatively rare birds including Oyster Catchers and Curlews;
the bones of an Auk, some 2000 years old, were found buried in the shingle in
the Vale of Porlock.
Farming has thrived in the area, although, of the 175 established farms only 21
have survived. The Acland family ran the Estate for many years but in 1970
handed it over to the National Trust. The quaint buildings at Selworthy and Bossington belong to the Estate, many of them now holiday lets. The rivers Aller and
Horner Water are also tended by the Estate, an essential service when very high
rainfall causes flooding. The spin off from that is wet woodlands which help to
absorb floodwater; Levies were also built to protect the fields.
4

West
Somerset
Advice Bureau
Free confidential advice on:
 Welfare benefits

 Debt

 Housing problems  Employment
 Consumer issues
 Divorce and family matters

Contact West Somerset Advice Bureau
The Lane Centre, Market House Lane, Minehead TA24 5NW
Tel: 01643 704624
Email: enquiries@westsomersetadvice.org.uk
www.westsomersetadvice.org.uk
Opening hours on: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 10am - 3pm
Wednesday 10am - 1pm (closed first Wednesday of the month)
Telephone Advice Service: same as opening hours above.
Also at:
Watchet Surgery, Thursday 10am –12noon
Williton DoctorsSurgery Wednesday 10am - 12noon
Exmoor Medical Centre, Dulverton Tuesday 10am-12noon
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Continued… Old oaks thrive on this wet seaboard, in fact there are 117 spe-

cies of trees in Horner Woods alone. Bird life thrives on the Uplands where
old Settlements going back 3,400 years used to proliferate, and is now home
to 400 red deer. The Stoneway above Selworthy was recently restored when
15-20 volunteers rolled up there sleeves and made the area safer. It is now
popular for mountain bike events.
One of the main aims of the Estate is to make people aware of what it has to
offer. (50 things to do before you are 40!) For a start there are 320 miles of
coastline to be explored, and Exmoor beckons those who love wildlife,
painting, walking and riding. All this on our doorstep. What’s stopping you?
You won’t be disappointed.
N.B.W.

Dates for your Diaries.
Dec 9 Christmas W.I. Meeting 7.30 p.m.
Please bring:
1. A little present for the lucky dip
2. A gift for the Women’s Refuge ( For those less fortunate than us)
3. A plate of something sweet or savory to share ( The Committee are
providing the drinks)
Wear something Christmassy!
Dec 17 Christmas Soup Kitchen 12.30 Church House. All are welcome.
Come and get yourself into the Christmas spirit.
Dec 25 Have a Very, Very, Happy Christmas! from all of us at the W.I.
Jan 13, 2016, 7.30 Church House. First W.I. meeting of the New Year.
PLEASE KEEP IT FREE!!!
P.H.W.

Organ Restoration Fund
Coffee Morning at
Cedar Cottage Crowcombe
Wednesday Dec 9th 10.00am –12.00am
Come and enjoy Christmas coffee and cookies
plus
“ Making a Christmas Table Arrangement”
Demonstration.
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Friends of Quantock

Crowcombe Parish Council
The Parish Council met on Thursday 5th November 2015 at Church House. The full
draft minutes are available on the website for a more detailed description of events,
but this report highlights some of the key points covered.
County Councillor’s Report : Cllr Christine Lawrence, chair of SCC, explained that
County Hall is currently sporting a fetching ‘purple glow’ in order to support Pancreatic Cancer UK’s ‘Purple Lights for Hope’ campaign.
Buses : there is a consultation process in place for the period 9th Nov- 11th Jan regarding possible cuts to concessionary fares and subsidised routes. This is not expected to
impact buses running through Crowcombe but may impact regularly used services
further away such as ‘park and ride’. Christine urged people to look on the web-site
and register their views.
The Queen is 90 next year and a ‘Patron’s Party’ on The Mall is planned for 12 th June.
To mirror this celebration, Somerset is hoping to have 90 street parties across the
county on the same weekend. Christine hoped that Crowcombe would host one of
them.
Quantocks AONB Board : The Quantock Hills AONB Service wish to replace the notice board in the car park and councillors raised points of village information that
they felt should be included in the text.
Church House Notice Board : Trish Kennedy, as a representative of the Church House
Management committee, gave a brief outline of the plans to submit a second bid to
the Lottery Heritage Fund for a grant to assist in the re-pointing of Church House.
Included in this submission will be the provision of two new notice boards – one in
the car park covering the history of Church House and complimenting the AONB
board already in place, and the second on the front of Church House to carry notices
of events in Church House itself.
Councillor Resignation : Julie Long has resigned from the Parish Council. If there is
not a petition for an election registered with WSDC by 26th November then it is
planned to co-opt a new member at the January meeting.
Steps at Pencarrow House : West Somerset Rights of Way have contacted the clerk
to inform the Parish Council that it was planned to resurface the stone steps by
Pencarrow House to make them less slippery.
Future meeting dates : Parish Council meeting dates for the rest of the Civic Year
were confirmed as Thursday 7th January, Thursday 3rd March and Thursday 5th May
6

The leaves are off the trees and the rut is over; the hills take on a different hue as we prepare for winter. Some people have forecast a hard winter
and if we get snow, the sight of the hills under a white blanket is always a
pleasure.
This is the time of year when the rangers organise the swaling which is
such an important tool in regenerating the heather. It is a highly skilled operation needing careful planning and a team of experienced people to help, but
the weather also has to be just right to provide the conditions that are safe for
a burn. The areas to be burnt are dealt with on a rotational basis and are
agreed in advance between the landowners, commoners and rangers but it is
not easy to find enough days over the winter to cover the necessary area.
Natural England monitor the health of the common as it is all designated
as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). At present it is classed as
‘improving’ but we are glad that thanks to the hard work of the rangers and
commoners it may soon be upgraded to ‘in good health’.
The rangers are vital to this work and so the funding of the AONB Service, which includes the rangers, remains a concern. Indications are that the
County Council, Taunton Deane and Sedgemoor will maintain their contribution; West Somerset have financial problems but we hope that they will also
continue to support the AONB. Next year Friends of Quantock will also be making a small contribution to the core funding of the Service as we place such
value on the work that they do.
BODYBYDESIGN PERSONAL TRAINING
-body recomposition -nutrition -mobility -simple effective systems
in home -in modern equipped gym -outdoors free consultation
Carl Hayes
07502586077
Landline 01823 972707
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Continued….
Super Fast Broadband : Super fast broadband has now reached part of the village
with anticipated speeds of 28mb per second. Unfortunately it is not known when
the rest of the parish will be connected.
Finances to Date : Balances were : Current a/c £10,808.71, Deposit a/ac £3222.67,
Amenities a/c £2682.20. Balance £16,713.58
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Thursday 7th January 2016 at
Church House, commencing at 7.30pm and the agenda will be available (online and
on the parish notice board) approximately one week prior to the meeting.

PENSION WISE

Christmas Trees for sale
I will be selling Christmas trees between 10
am and noon on Sunday 13th of December at
the western (or Williton) end of the former Lawford council
houses. Come and select a tree of your choice Normandia
£3.50 per foot Norway Spruce £2 per foot.

Pension Wise is a free and impartial Government service designed to help
people make sense of the new pension freedoms. Pension Wise appointments are offered to people approaching retirement to enable them to take
the right choices about the use of their pension savings. One of the 50 Pension Wise delivery centres is based in Citizens Advice Taunton.
The service is available to people over 50 who have built up savings in a
Defined Contribution pension pot (i.e. one not based on salary and length of
service). The guidance that is offered takes account of individuals’ personal
circumstances and helps to explain the options available in what can be a
confusing financial environment. Although the service does not provide financial advice, clients can be signposted to organisations and websites
which offer more information.
Free appointments are being offered across Somerset and can be arranged
by phoning the Taunton Pension Wise Team on 01823 448970.

Delivery can be arranged.
Anthony Trollope-Bellew
07977 591940
anthony@hurleybeacon.co.uk
22
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CAROL SINGING
[around the village]

MONDAY 21st DECEMBER

In aid of DEBRA
[people affected by Epidermolysis Bullosa
a very painful genetic skin blistering condition]

MEET AT HAGLEYS GREEN 6.00p.m.
If there are enough singers we will split into two groups
so that we can finish at a reasonable time.

Quantock Abbey Wine Cellars
Remember your Christmas Wine
Quantock Abbey Wine Cellars
Mill Farm
Weston Bampfylde
Yeovil BA22 7HY

Phone: 01984 618268
Email: sales@quantockabbey.co.uk
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LUXON LOGGING & TREE SURGERY
‘Tis that time again…..!
….have YOU topped up your log store
for those chilly autumn evenings
and those frosty wintery days?
For lovely well seasoned local oak and ash logs
For a big load (50 cu.ft)
At the advantageous price of only £65.00
Contact James Luxon
07510336914
AND
are you concerned that YOUR trees
need attention!!
maybe need some tree surgery?
Would you entrust the pruning and felling to
just anyone?
You should trust your job to an expert.
A fully trained and qualified
fourth generation woodsman.
Clients have included the Crown Estates, District
and Town Councils as well private gardens
for many years.
For a competitive price
Contact James Luxon
07510336914
20

Report from West Somerset Council by Anthony Trollope-Bellew
As I am sure you have read elsewhere the President of China duly signed the agreement to finance one third of Hinkley Point "C" for £6 billion. This is a step in the right
direction but the Final Investment Decision still has to be made. The sooner it is made
the better for everyone. People living near the construction site will then know when
their peace will be shattered. Local businesses will know when they have to provide
services for which they have contracted. West Somerset Council will have more idea of
how far they will have to stretch funding provided to cover regulatory services during
the construction period.
The devolution process is progressing. A great deal of work is being put in to produce a
plan that will suit the whole of Somerset and Devon including the unitaries of Plymouth
and Torbay. There is still not clarity on whether a mayor is mandatory but everyone
involved does not want a mayor.
West Somerset Council has again signed up to The Big Community Switch. This scheme
enables individual households to benefit from the economy of scale for energy supplies. There is no need to accept the offer if you register. Registration starts Tuesday, 1
December 2015 and is free. Register either online at : http://
www.westsomersetonline.gov.uk/Community---Living/Big-Community-Switch or call
the customer contact team on 01643 703704.
Somerset County Council is short of foster carers to offer a safe stable home to a child
or teenager when their own family is unable so to do. Around 480 children in Somerset
need to be cared for by people who are not their parents. This is not for everyone but if
you have a spare room and the patience to look after a child and are interested in
learning more please ring 0800 587 9900.
A date for your diary for those interested in the Quantock Hills Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty the Joint Advisory Committee which oversees the ANOB team is
meeting at Halsway Manor at 2.15pm on Tuesday 26th of April 2016. I chair this committee. The meeting is open to the public and there is a slot for public questions. You
are most welcome to come along.
As usual please do not hesitate to contact me if you need help or advice with a problem. I may not know the answer but the chances are I know someone who does.
Anthony Trollope-Bellew
Councillor for the Crowcombe and Stogumber Ward
Hurley Farm. Crowcombe, Taunton, TA4 4AJ
email : atrollope-bellew@westsomerset.gov.uk
telephone 07977 591940.
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CHURCH HOUSE,

CROWCOMBE

Registered Charity No. 265554

Volunteer drivers needed to provide lifeline service

External Fabric Conservation Funding
A Progress Report

Somerset County Council is appealing for more volunteer drivers to help pro-

Church House is making steady headway with external grants towards the 100% lime
mortar re-pointing of the building and adjacent Pound. Here is an interim report.
The village itself has been amazingly supportive in raising a total of £22,000 towards
this £65,000 project - the combination of:
Family donations
Last year's Fireworks, Flower Show and Soup Kitchen
Rev. Jon Rose's Longleat Run
The Primrose Ball
The Open Gardens
The 100+ Club
The committee has been busy writing grant applications, ideally seeking matched funding. Our strike rate has been quite good. We have grants now from
Garfield Weston Foundation
Foyle Foundation
The Prince of Wales's Charitable Foundation
that have added a total of £10,000 to our funding. It is clear that obtaining grants is a
much more competitive business than it was when we were seeking grants towards the
Church House 2007 internal refurbishment.
So we are halfway. We still have £33,000 to find. The Flower Show has generously
made a donation to us again this year. We are very grateful for this.
We have a number of grant applications outstanding. The most important of these is
our bid for £25,000 from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF). What they require from
their applicants are activities to achieve outcomes for people and for the community.
Our first application was turned down because our proposals to achieve these were
insufficiently spelled out. We have, however, been invited to bid again in January.

vide a vital lifeline for vulnerable adults and children.
The County Council currently provides transport for eligible non-emergency
NHS patients and social care users, ranging from the elderly to young children. This includes trips to hospital for medical appointments, or transport to
day centres.
A dedicated army of nearly 200 fantastic drivers across the county currently
act as volunteers, but the ageing population in Somerset means demand for
transport is growing and more volunteers are needed.
Volunteer driving is a rewarding opportunity to get out and about, helping
others and meeting new people, while providing a vital lifeline in your local
community.
Anyone can be a volunteer – the only criteria is that drivers must be over 18,
have use of their own four-door vehicle, and hold a full UK driving licence
with no more than six points. Mileage expenses will be reimbursed at up to
50p per mile.
To find out more about volunteer driving, please contact Somerset You Can
Do by phoning 01278 664180 or visit www.somerset.gov.uk/volunteering.

HLF essentially look for engagement with the local community for all projects they
fund..
The key activity we are working up is a powerpoint presentation on the History of
Church House to be offered to invited groups of students, school children and history
and archaeological clubs. What we have to demonstrate is community engagement in
our conservation project - but this must be realistic and practicable.
Peter Menneer
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CROWCOMBE POPPY APPEAL

Our thanks to all those who contributed to the Royal British
Legion Poppy Appeal. Also to the loyal group of collectors
who together with the school, The Carew and shop raised
£836.86 which will be enhanced by the Remembrance Service
Collection.
Kevin and Pat Chittenden
Honorary Poppy Appeal organisers.

FLAXPOOL NURSERY CHRISTMAS MARKETS

Christmas Wreaths and Table Arrangements
Orders taken for Christmas
Locally produced Marmalade and Jam
Seasonal vegetables
Saturdays: December 5th, 12th and 19th
at the Quantock Room, Crowcombe Village Hall
9.30am—12noon
Free tea and coffee
Enquiries Ian and Julia Woollard 01984 618396
12
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Crowcombe Cinema at Crowcombe Hall
The last film of 2015 will be

Woman in Gold (12A) which will be shown on
Sunday 13th December.
Classes for YOU on Mondays
@ The Crowcombe Hall
2.15pm—3.15pm Stretch and Strengthen (Starting 2nd November).
A series of special stretching sequences working every part of your body
from the face to the toes. Gentle but deep-reaching with delightful results.
For adults of all ages and abilities. Combined with uplifting tunes and times
to accommodate the local school run.
4.00pm—4.45pm Primary Ballet
For ages four to seven the syllabus introduces vocabulary, steps, musicality
and technique. Children will learn to stretch and strengthen, to perform set
work and to enjoy performing and sharing their skills.
4.45pm—5.30pm Grade 1 Ballet
From age 7 upwards this class will be more focussed and we use the barre
for the first time. We will improve classical ballet technique, develop French
vocabulary, musicality, discipline, core strength, flexibility, self expression
and confidence.
5.30pm—6.15pm Junior Street Dance
For ages six to ten, this class teaches authentic street dance foundation
steps and groove for popping, locking, breaking, hip hop and house. Children will learn technique and routines but also the social element of hip hop
culture, how to feel the music and freestyle using the vocabulary of moves
taught, plus their own creativity.

Booking is essential for all classes.
See our website for full details www.dancemore.org.uk
Rah Cattell 07786 436 616; Public Liability Insurance, Full Equity.

Dancemore on Facebook

Live Life—dance more!
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The remarkable true story of one woman's journey to reclaim her heritage and seek justice for what happened to her family. Sixty years after
she fled Vienna during World War II, an elderly Jewish woman, Maria
Altmann (Mirren), starts her journey to retrieve family possessions
seized by the Nazis.
Arrangements as usual. Doors open 7 p.m. Show starts 7.30. Tickets (£6)
from Crowcombe Post Office or pre ordered from me.
We now have confirmation of next terms films and dates which are
Friday 15th January
45 years
Sunday 31st January
Suffragette
Friday 12th February
Walk in the Woods
Sunday 28th February
Spectre
Wednesday 16th March
The Martian
Sunday 3rd April
Lady in the Van
Friday 15th April
Brooklyn
Sunday 1st May
The Dressmaker

I would just like to remind everybody that I have in my stable a fairly light folding
wheelchair which was purchased with Community Cars money but is seldom used
by their customers. If you have a short term need for such a chair ( say for a visiting elderly relative or because you have broken a leg or had an operation on
your foot) you are welcome to borrow it. Just contact Sue Billinge on 618287. I
also have a device to help you get in and out of a bath which, at the moment
thankfully I do not need for myself, and that also is for loan.
Our last Rector Val Plumb borrowed it for a while so it must be especially
blessed!.
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