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summer seetns to left ns well and ttuly now, in spite of a late,
much appreciated, Indian Summer in eady September. As 1
write it is pouring with min, and T am shivering, having juzt
retnmed from Tuscany, where the tempertures were in the high
M's, and we were hot at night with just a sheet on the hei!
We mmstn 't get depressed though as there is such a lot to look
forwamnd to in Croweombe in the coming months - just take a look
thiough the pages of the magazine, with your diaries at hand.
Az alwayzs, thank you to all the contributors for making the
magazine interesting,

YOU CAN NOW VIEW THE MAGAZINE ON THE
CROWCOMEBE WEEBSITE - www.cooweembe o1 nk

We are happy to include adverds too, but would sugsest a
conttibulion do the printing costs would be appropiiate

Please email any contributions to either
‘sneandwhimsy@htintermet.com’ or ‘mammwd@btintemet.com’

or drop it through the door at 5 Pound Orchanl.
Sne Sutton and Rod Tempest

DECEMBER MAGAZINE COPY DATE
23rd NOVEMBER 2007
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CROWCOMBE CHURCH SERVICES

October

Tth 11.00am Harvest Festival

14th 8.00am ECP Holy Communion

21st B.30pm Evensong

28th 11.00am Communion

November

dth 11.00am Family Service

11th 10.50am FEL Femembrance Day Service
18th 4 00pm '‘hoe Box Service'

2B6th 11.00am Communion

From Qctober onwards the pattern of our services will change a little to even
out the interval between our two services of Communion during each month -
the 11am Communion Service will swap Sundays with the 11am Family
Service, as listed above.

Generations of villagers have celebrated the harvest with a service of
Thanksgiving, and although rural life has changed over the wears, particularly
for the farmers who now face so many difficulties, Crowcombe will continue
the tradition - on 7th Gctober at 11.00am. Everyone will be welcome.

The Foyal Ertish Legion branch of Crowcombe, Baghborough, and Stogumber
i to combine with that of Bicknoller and West Quantoxhead. The
Femembrance Day service in Crowcombe on 11th Movember, at 10 80am,
will be the first service of the joint branches, and will be followed by the laying
of a wreath at the War Memorial.

Az lastyear, the Benefice will be sending shoe bhoxes, filled with gifts suitable
for 14 year old hoys, to Homania for some of those children would oth erwise

receive nothing at Christmas. There will be a service, during which the gift
hoxes will be blessed, in Crowcombe Church on 18th November, at 4.00pm.

Lol pou miike peice with who pou are

voull never be content with what you have
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THE CHURCH BELLS

[ Bt P wbant ded focet coony vowodt edlifedd - fae e foll woa foade add Pon Glline)
The peace of the villagers living aronnd the Church of the Holy Ghost,
Croweombe was somewhat shattered with the last ringing of the bells on) B8
Saturday 25% and Bunday 26% Angng before they were removed from 8
the tower to travel to O=fordshire for the planned refurbishment.

The decision to carry out a full refurbishment had been talzen eightesn

months previonsly and the work was given to Whites of Appleton — the
oldest bell hanging cornpany still in business, The total cost was around 226000 - 5,
major borms also was news that bell work wonld gualify for refand of VAT.

A vear of fundraising followed — the Village Bhop promised a grant of £1000 and a,
promise of funds carme from Richard and Patsy Anderson of Crowcombe Conrt who very
generonsly offered to host and organise a Bell Ball — with the help of a committes of
villagera. They felf this conld raise as much as £7000,

With the funding in plase Rachel Billinge a. long standing mermber of the Crowoombe
ringers now working in London arranged for a full peal to ke rung, The band consisted
of highly experienced ringers — Robert Lewis Editor of The Ringing World on the
Treble, Eeith Anderson on 20, Jalist Lawrance on 3, Tom Lawrance on 4% and
condncting, Will Stungo on 5% and Rachel on the Tenor. The peal atternpt was planned
for the afternoon of Angnst 25% immediately before the Ball. The band started to ring
shortly before 200 pin and continuned for around 2 % hours. They were pleased with
their efforts as were all who listened to them, and if nothing else they had proved
beyond all doubt that the bells needed serious attention if they were to contimme o be
rung

The Ball did raise the expected amonnt so we have enough to complete the work on the
bells and there shonld be sorme over for other Village needs.

The following wesk local carpenter Doung Forspthe arrived fo prepare the toweer.
Problemn number one was that a supporting metal girder in the centre under the frame
was firmly concreted in to the tower walls With this safely removed attention was
drawn to the floor below where a trap had to be cut in the floor. This proved to be
impossible due to the method of construction, After sorme debate it was decided to lift
crossing tirbers learing a big hole — in effect disposing of the interrediate floor
altogether. The floor of the ringing chamber had been constructed with a central trap
and required no action. Finally the organ was covered with plastic sheeting and bits and
pieces in the vestry were tidied awrag.

The last time the bells had been removed from the tower was| g
1902 when Taylors of Lomghborough installed the new treble |
cast in memory of Queen Victoria, adaping the old wooden
frame to support a sizth bell. This frame, a magnificent oak
structure, designed to support five large bells, dates from 1734
when it had besn insfalled to replace one damaged when the
towrer was sgruck by lightening on Decernber 21 172b. Prior tc
that the tenor had cracked and a new bell cast in 1712, In 1¥71 fero of the bells requlred
recasting, possibly having been damaged by the lightning strike, but after that there is
no record of work on the bells until the new treble
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On Monday 3= September the bell hangers from Whites arrived. Tt took tero hours just
to raise the equipment necessary to dismantle and then lower the bells. The original
plan had been to get the tenor bell down on Monday, the other five on Tuesday and take
the whole lot away on Wednesday., Howewer the size of the tenor cansed several
problems which required a, complete change of plan. The hole throngh which the tenor
needed to be lowered is 44 inches wide while the bells month is 47 % inches in diarmeter,
but it had been lowered several times before in its long life so there had fo be away to
do it. Bure enough, onee the working parts of the bell — wheel, clapper and headstocl —
had been removed and it had been turned through 90 degrees it just cleared the hole,
with % inch to spare. The bell was manceuvred down the tower on s side and safely
onto the grass outside where it was weleomed by a crowd of interested villagers and
other visitors, However it wounld not go through the door of the church, so it was
decided to work on into the evening and lower the other bells and then return the tenor
to a position behind the organ. By half past seven all were safely stowred — the five
amaller bells in the nave and side aisle of the church along with elappers and the wheels
(how in two parts).  Jamie and Liz Robertson had nobly

agreed to sleep over night in the church in case of any
unwelcome gnests,. This they did without incident and
claimed to hawe slept well On Tuesday the equiprent
carried up the tower the previous day was taken down, as
well as the fitings from the bell frame. Graharm and Jares
refurned to Appleton to refurn on Wednesda.}' with a low
loader complete with crane to -
|| take the bells on the next stage of| ')

“|their journey. Meamwhile the|:
|six balls remained on display in|
the church and were inspected|s
by many interested visitors in| %
the course of the afferncon and
the following morning. 3
Jarmnie and Liz again gnarded the| TS

bellsovernight and on

Wednesday morning the bellswere pushed out of the
church and sailed down the path to the lorry which arrived
at 1210 pm. In lessthan an hour everything was loaded
and secured and Graham headed off o O=xfordshire.

PBefore being loaded on the trailer the tenor bell was
weighed, and weighed in af 2012 pounds: 18wt or
1%cwt, Tatone, 10 [bs tobe precise.
B0 we now must learn fo live without bells and clock chime until they are returned to us
sometime early in @008, The process was photographed by ringsrs and many of the
village who came for, what isto many of us, the nnigque opportanity to see the bells at
closa hand and to admire the handrrork, the founders marks aned insoriptions and to
wonder af the skill of men who casf the original bells — dafing from 1440, 1500, 1712,
1771 and 1902.




CROWCOMBE CINEMA

Sunday 28" October

The Painted 1eil (124) -

Sophisticated, spectacular, period relationship drama set m China of the 1920%s, from
the novel by Somerset Maughamn  With Naomi Watts, Edward Norton and

Diana Rigg.

Srnday 1 8" November
**PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE**
Grow our Own (PG) -

Complications anse m a muddle England town when an allotment 15 given to a group of
refugees. High comedy, with a senous undertone.

Tickets will be available firorn Croweombe Post Office.
For tnore mnformation contact- Fobin 01984 618226
Dawnd 01984 667202
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100+ CLUB . Church House

8
RESULTS for MAY, JUNE, JULY,AUGUST 2007 L?_—?; é%

MAY

8 G HALL 139 L KEMNMNEDY 81 P MEMNEER

JUNE

146 C GROVES 14 D JOYCE 36 P MURCHIE

JULY

59 D TROLLOPE- 74 APOOL 19 JLUTTRELL
BELLEWY

AUGUST

118 D DAVIES 38 P MURCHIE 26 TBEROOKS
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